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rendered public property, and with confidence that, in that event, if the purchase be effected with due prudence, a vast benefit will accrue to the general public in Ireland.
68.   WAKMING AND VENTILATING.
[Read before the Belfast Natural History and Philosophical Society, 4 Dec. 1867.   From the MS. notes supplemented by a newspaper report.]
IF I had offered at the present season, and in the present state of the weather, a paper on warming alone, I might reasonably ;               have anticipated a favourable reception from my audience.   I know
however that many people shudder at the very thought of ventilation and I am conscious that it requires no small amount of boldness to come forward, in a frosty beginning of December, to i               advocate the introduction of fresh air into people's houses in any
,               other than in homeopathic doses.   Knowing however, as I well do.
j               the great amount of discomfort, generally, and almost universally/
f               suffered in dwellings and other buildings from vitiated and over-
'               heated air, accompanied often by cold draughts along the floor,
:               or at other places in apartments; and knowing how those evils
\               may in general be mitigated, or altogether removed; and by what
!               means pleasant and healthful air may be usually made available;
I               I have determined to brave the opposition with which the ad-
I               vocacy of ventilation will assuredly be met in many of your minds.
1                    Ventilation is not in reality the dreadful thing that it is often
supposed to be. It consists in the attainment of a due and proper change of air in any apartment, passage, or other enclosed space to which the external atmosphere has not free and unlimited access; and it is essential to good ventilation of places to be occupied by people or other animals that the fresh air should be so introduced I               as not to cause cold or discomfort to the occupants, but on the
contrary to render the place more healthful and more agreeable for them to live in.
The principal cases for which means of ventilation are requisite, ;               are:—dwelling houses, public buildings, ships, factories, mines; as
also stables, cow houses and the like.
It is only to a small portion of this wide range of cases that j               my remarks on the present occasion must be confined.